
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

August 16, 2018 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, August 

16, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Mike Cochrane, Dale Dalton, Carl M. Ellington and Richard Newton  

Town Attorney: Kevin Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Town Engineer: Steve Frey 

Planning Director: John Hoard 

Fire Chief: David Leath 

Police Captain: Joe Hatley 

Finance Director: Naida Sergel 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells 

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Cochrane, 

Mayor Biggers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  Item 5D Approve Baseball Stadium 

Lease was added to the agenda.  

 

Approve Amended Minutes of the July 19, 2018 Quarterly Developers’ Workshop and 

Regular Meeting: Upon the motion of Commissioner Dalton, seconded by Commissioner 

Cochrane, the amended minutes of the July 19, 2018 Quarterly Developers’ Workshop and Regular 

Meeting were unanimously approved.   

 

Consent Agenda: (A) Accept Tax Collector’s Settlement for Fiscal Year 2018 and Order of 

Collection; (B) Accept July Tax Collector’s Report; (C) Approve Financing for Police and 

Public Works Department Vehicles; and, (D) Approve Baseball Stadium Lease: Upon the 

motion of Commissioner Dalton, seconded by Commissioner Cochrane, the Board unanimously 

approved the Consent Agenda as presented. (Copy filed with minutes) 

 

Public Hearing on #ZC18-8 Filed by the Town of Mint Hill, Requesting a Text Amendment 

to Section 5.2 (Table 5.2-1 Principal Permitted Uses) and 7.4 (Downtown Code):  Planning 

Director Hoard submitted the following memo to the Board. 

 
The purpose of the text amendment is to add Auto Parts Retail to Section 5.2 - Table of 
Principal Permitted Uses. If the text amendment is approved as proposed Auto Parts 



Retail will be subject to conditional district rezoning in the DO-B and I-G district and by-
right in the B-G and B-P district. 
 
 

Retail and 

Services 
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Additionally, the text amendment proposal includes an amendment to the use table in the 

downtown code: 
 
- Automotive Parts Retail, Convenience Stores, Gas Stations, Drive-Through Facilities and 

Car Washes (subject to the issuance of a Conditional District rezoning approval) to the 

Downtown Code issuance of a Conditional District rezoning approval) to the Downtown 

Code 

 

 
 

 

 



Upon the motion of Mr. Gatz, seconded by Mr. Fandel, the Planning Board unanimously 
recommended approval of #ZC18-8 Text Amendment (Secs 5.2 and 7.4) Adding Automotive 
Retail Parts, Filed by Town of Mint Hill. 

 

There being no questions or comments from the public or the Board, the Mayor closed the public 

hearing. 

 

Public Hearing on #ZC18-9 Filed By Meritage Homes, Requesting Conditional District (CD) 

Rezoning to Permit a Planned Residential Community, up to 81 Lots, Located West of 

Walter Nelson Road, West of Twilight Drive and South of Birchhill Road, Portion of Tax 

Parcel # 135-312-02:   Planning Director Hoard submitted the following memo to the Board. 

 

The applicant, Meritage Homes, is proposing a residential development with up to 81 single 

family lots. The site is 46.25 acres. The lot standards requested with this petition include a 

minimum lot size of 6,600 sq. ft. The typical lot width is 55’. The setbacks are 20’ front, 5’ 

side and a 20’ rear yard. The development will connect to Twilight Drive, Birchhill Road 

and Walter Nelson Road. 

 

The applicant is requesting Conditional Zoning to permit flexibility regarding the lot 

standards specified in the Conservation Subdivision Ordinance. The Ordinance requires a 

minimum 12,500 sq ft lots. The minimum lot width is 80’. The setbacks are 30’ front, 8’ side 

and 30’ rear. 

 

*As proposed, homes may be sided with brick, concrete fiber cement boards (ex: 

hardiplank), Architectural concrete, stone, stone veneer, stucco or a combination of these 

materials. 

 

Conditional District decisions shall be made in consideration of identified relevant adopted 

land use plan. Conditional District rezoning is a legislative procedure under which the Board 

of Commissioners has the authority to increase, tighten, add, vary, modify or waive specific 

conditions or standards. In approving a petition for the rezoning of property to a Conditional 

District the Board of Commissioners may request reasonable and appropriate conditions. 

 

Matt Levesque, ESP Associates, and Christian Jones, Meritage Homes, spoke to the Board about 

the community proposed.  Meritage Homes was ranked in the Top 10 of National Builders because 

they were very energy efficient and primarily a one-stop shop builder with a 10-year warranty.  

The 46.4-acre site had a 32% proposed open space area.  There were three proposed connections 

including Twilight Drive, Birchhill Road and Walter Nelson Road.  The high-quality brick and 

stone, single-story, homes would be located in a conservation subdivision with pocket parks and 

more than 1.5 miles of sidewalks.  The benefits of an age targeted community included less traffic, 

less of a burden on County schools, HOA maintained yards and gazebos and gathering areas.   

 

Mayor Biggers stated many residents had asked about the number of rental units in the subdivision.  

Mr. Jones said covenants, conditions and restrictions typically allow 10-15% of the homes to 

become rentals.  The Mayor suggested perhaps the Town Attorney, Kevin Bringewatt, could check 

on those requirements.   

 



Commissioner Dalton asked if there were plans to widen Walter Nelson from the 50’ right-of-way 

to 60’.  He suggested the primary entrances and exits needed to be widened.  Mr. Jones said the 

contractors were pricing out various scenarios including adding sidewalks.  He said that often 

speeding became an issue when the roads are widened.   

 

Commissioner Cochrane said sidewalks needed to be implemented because they wanted the 

pedestrians to be safe.  Mr. Jones said they were pricing alternatives and they had held two 

neighborhood meetings along with conversations with the Town.   

 

Commissioner Newton stated other similar communities would not allow for rentals at all.  Mr. 

Jones said they would speak to their attorney to see if that was something they could entertain.   

 

John Pinkard, 3800 Walter Nelson Road said he had lived in his home for 45 years and planned 

on living there for the duration of his life.  He had enjoyed the peace and tranquility but knew 

eventually the property would be sold.  He stated his greatest concern was the quality of the homes 

and the community.  He said he felt like the product presented would be of high quality and would 

be a good fit for the area.  The traffic of 81 new homes would still be a concern but based on what 

he saw, he would support it if the developer was accountable to what was presented, all three street 

connections were made, and Walter Nelson was widened and sidewalks were added along the 

entire road.   

 

Mandy Messer, 4905 Ardenetti Court, stated she would like the developer to widen Walter Nelson 

Road to the same width as across the road, implement sidewalks for pedestrians, add a turn lane 

from Lebanon Road to Walter Nelson and prohibit any connections to Idlewild Road.  She said 

she was strongly against a connection to Idlewild Road.  She asked where the wildlife would go 

that had previously lived on the acreage.   

 

Dale Fuller, 3915 Walter Nelson Road, stated Walter Nelson was very narrow and crowded.  He 

said it needed to be widened.  He suggested if the developer stayed with the standards presented 

then it looked like a good community. 

 

Mr. Jones said NCDOT would determine if a left turn lane was warranted at Lebanon Road and 

Walter Nelson Road.  He said they were pricing the sidewalks and there would be no connection 

to Idlewild Road.  He said the natural area would be a home to wildlife currently on the land.   

 

There being no further questions or comments from the public or the Board, the Mayor closed the 

public hearing. 

 

Constitution Week Proclamation:  Mayor Biggers read the following Constitution Week 

Proclamation: 

Whereas, September 17, 2018 marks the two hundred and thirty-first anniversary of the 

drafting of the Constitution of the United States of America by the Constitutional 

Convention; and, 

 



Whereas, It is fitting and proper to accord official recognition to this magnificent document 

and its memorable anniversary, and to the patriotic celebrations which will commemorate the 

occasion; and, 

 
Whereas, Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a proclamation each year by the 

President of the United States of America designating September 17 through 23 as 

Constitution Week, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Ted H. Biggers, Jr., by virtue of the authority vested in me as 

Mayor of the Town of Mint Hill, North Carolina, do hereby proclaim September 17 through 

23 as 

 

Constitution Week 
 
and ask our citizens to reaffirm the ideals that the Framers of the Constitution had in 

1787 by vigilantly protecting the freedoms guaranteed to us through this guardian of 

our liberties, remembering that lost rights may never be regained. 

 

Witness my hand and seal of the Town of Mint Hill this 16th day of August, 2018. 

 

Mayor Biggers presented the Proclamation to Joan Nelson, a member of the Mint Hill Chapter of 

the Daughters of the American Revolution.  Ms. Nelson thanked the Board and reminded everyone 

to celebrate Constitution Week. 

 

Mayor Biggers stated the Constitution was under attack and he encouraged everyone to support 

the laws contained in the Constitution. 

 

 Appoint Trustee for Firefighter Relief Fund:  The memo provided to the Board stated the 

following: 

The State requires that Trustees for the Firefighters’ Relief Fund be appointed as follows: 

Two appointments by the Volunteer Fire Department; two appointees by the Town (for 

municipal fire district) or County (for the VFD fire district established by the County); 

and one appointed by the Insurance Commissioner.  Per new legislation effective June 

30, 2016, these members will serve at the pleasure of the Board for indefinite terms.  In 

2016, Chairman Jerry Mullis and the Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Department recommended 

the Mint Hill Board of Commissioners appoint the following individuals: 

Mrs. Tina Ross 

Mr. Dick Lamb 

A new member must be selected to fill the term of Mrs. Tina Ross. 

 

Mayor Biggers stated Commissioner Dalton had volunteered to serve since he was the liaison to 

the Fire Department.  Upon the motion of Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner 

Ellington, the Board unanimously voted to appoint Commissioner Dale Dalton as a Trustee for the 

Firefighters’ Relief Fund. 

 



Karen Trauner, 8835 Brigadier Lane, said she had questions about the recreation bond and what it 

would be used for.  She stated she was made aware of the discussions held years ago about the 

need for fields to be placed on Brief Road.  She stated at that time, there was limited amount of 

input given.  She said there had been change and at that time, the money was to come out of 

General Fund and not a Bond issue.  The stadium was proposed to have 750 seats located on Brief 

Road versus the 2,500-3,000 proposed for Veterans Park.  She felt like enough changes had been 

made to the initial plans to host a public meeting to describe what the Town had in mind for the 

stadium.  She was concerned about tying a larger stadium into the mix along with the needed fields 

on Brief Road.  She asked what would happen if costs increased; would the Town take away the 

fields?  She said the fields for the kids were the important part.  She inquired how a Costal League 

or an American Legion group, made up of college aged kids or adults, would benefit Mint Hill 

residents. She stated it did not make sense to her.  She stated there was currently no Park and 

Recreation Department in Mint Hill and that caused her to wonder who would schedule for, operate 

and maintain a stadium for concerts and food truck rallies.  Who would pay for a Park and 

Recreation Department she pondered; although she stated she did think the Town needed a Park 

and Recreation Department as she had mentioned before.  She asked who would pay for the lights, 

water, repairs for the parking lot, security, restroom attendants and ticket and concession stands.  

She stated if the bonds were approved taxes would need to be raised and pondered where more tax 

money would come from for additional police and fire for the newly approved subdivisions.  She 

asked if the Town would then again raise taxes?  She stated there were an awful lot of people, on 

Facebook, that were not interested in having a stadium but would be in support of a water park or 

water features, a dog park or basketball courts.  She said since the initial development had changed 

that a public meeting could be held so questions and explanations could be given since the proposal 

was not what the study covered in 2016.   

 

Mayor Biggers stated the Board typically did not respond directly to public comments but instead 

considered what had been said and thanked the resident for speaking at the meeting.  Mayor 

Biggers stated, since the Public Hearing on the General Obligation Bonds was held at the July 19th 

meeting; Mrs. Trauner had signed up to speak but then chose not to speak.  At the Public Hearing 

nobody spoke in opposition to the General Obligation Bonds.    The Town operated in a systematic 

and professional fashion.  He stated he had been on the Board for over twenty years and there had 

not been a tax increase since he had been on the Board.  He stated the Board had managed funds 

very well; the Town Hall was built underbudget, on-time, and had paid cash for it.  The Town did 

the same for the Police Department.  He stated Mint Hill was not a haphazard Town.  The Town 

did not throw away money instead they had planned very well.  In the Town of Matthews, they 

had a Park and Recreation department, but it cost them nearly two million dollars.  In Mint Hill, 

we utilize a volunteer committee made up of dedicated individuals that have done it for years.  So, 

the Town of Mint Hill did things a little differently and that was why taxes had been kept so low. 

The Town had repeated publicly advertised meetings where the majority of the residents in 

attendance were in support of this project.  He disagreed whole heartily with the idea that the Town 

had not done enough to involve and notify the residents of what was being considered.  He stated 

the public would either support or oppose the General Obligation Bonds in November and they 

now had an opportunity to make that decision.  Mayor Biggers further stated that not all of the 

park recreation bonds would go to the baseball stadium and the bonds would be used for fields and 

other park projects; the bonds would benefit the Town residents and the children.  He stated the 

Mint Hill Athletic Association had done a wonderful job for the Town and had managed their 



money well.  Mint Hill had provided many State Championships; we are well known for our sports 

teams.  The projects, if approved, would be a great source of pride and recreation for the Town 

residents and would bring bigger and brighter things to the Town.  He stated he was excited about 

the possibility.    

 

Paulina Havelka, candidate for Mecklenburg County Judge, District 26A stated she was a court 

reporter in 1987 and became an attorney in 2006.  After 13 years as a private attorney and 

supporting domestic violence victims and an advocate for children’s’ rights she was running to 

become a District Court Judge.  She was passionate about law and about the people and community 

she wished to serve.  She looked forward to seeing everyone at the polls on November 6th. 

 

Discussion and Decision on #ZC18-8 Filed by the Town of Mint Hill, Requesting a Text 

Amendment to Section 5.2 (Table 5.2-1 Principal Permitted Uses) and 7.4 (Downtown Code):  

Upon the motion of Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously approved #ZC18-8, Filed by the Town of Mint Hill, Requesting a Text Amendment 

to Section 5.2 (Table of Principal Permitted Uses) and 7.4 (Downtown Code). 

 

Other Business:  Commissioner Cochrane stated he had been busy during the last month with 

various events.  He had participated in the ride along with the MHPD and he was so proud of the 

work of our Police and Fire Departments.  He attended the event for the Novant Facility, located  

at Interstate 485 and Albemarle Road, at Arlington Baptist Church for their 200 employees.  He 

stated he was tickled to see new business opportunities for the Town.   

Commissioner Ellington said this was his first meeting and he had no new events to report. 

 

Commissioner Dalton welcome Commissioner Ellington back to the Board.  Commissioner Dalton 

had attended the Mint Hill Fire Department meeting on August 6th and they were on track for a 

12% increase in call volume over last year.  Only one other department in Mecklenburg County 

was running more calls than Mint Hill.  He attended the National Night Out on August 7th and the 

three Commissioners had all donated bike helmets that were given away at the event.  He was 

currently attending the Citizens’ Academy and it was very interesting.  He encouraged everyone 

to attend the Family Fun Night at Town Hall on August 18, 2018 as it was the Back to School Pep 

Rally since school started back on August 27th.   

 

Commissioner Newton said National Night Out was a good event and the Board participated in a 

lip sync battle.   

 

Mayor Biggers told Attorney Bringewatt that he had heard great things about him at the CARTPO 

meeting.  He encouraged everyone to attend the Back to School Pep Rally on Saturday night.   

 

Mayor Biggers took a moment to honor two lives lost recently.  Mike Plyler, age 54, was an active 

participant in the Mint Hill Community and had coached with Mint Hill Athletic Association; he 

was survived by two sons.  Bill Williams, age 88, was a Korean War Veteran and a Sergeant in 

the U.S. Army.  He had approached the Mayor years ago about building the NC Korean War 

Memorial in Mint Hill.  Mayor Biggers said he would miss them both.   

 



Closed Session for Approval of June 14, 2018 Closed Session Minutes and for a Personnel 

Matter: Upon the motion of Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner Dalton, the 

Board voted to move into Closed Session.  No announcement was expected about the Closed 

Session meeting. 

 

The Board returned to Open Session. 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Dalton, seconded by Commissioner Cochrane, the Board 

unanimously voted to elect Commissioner Richard Newton as Mayor Pro-Tem. 

   

Adjournment: Upon the motion of Commissioner Newton, seconded by Commissioner 

Cochrane, the Board unanimously agreed the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Biggers adjourned the 

meeting at 8:08 p.m. 

   

      

Michelle Wells, CMC, Town Clerk 

 


